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resisted to the uttermost, strong in the support of
populace and church, a course of action which would
have thrown all power into the hands of the heretic
heir and his followers.    Yet there was much in the
conduct of the King well calculated to excite the
alarm of the Catholic and Spanish party.    After the
death of his brother he publicly recognised the King
of Navarre as his successor, and announced his inten-
tion of bestowing upon him the duchy of Alenjon,
which had lapsed to the crown.    An embassy bring-
ing from Elizabeth the insignia of the Garter was
received with the utmost cordiality and magnificence,
and the King showed himself in public wearing the
badge sent  by an   excommunicated  heretic.    The
envoys who came to offer the sovereignty of the
Low Countries obtained, it is true, little but gold
chains and  fair words, yet   the Austrian Resident
assured his master that the active intervention of
France was daily expected.

Parma, who dreaded a diversion which might
compel him to raise the siege of Antwerp, joined
with Mendoza in urging the League and the Guises
to action. On January 15, 1585, a formal treaty was
signed at Joinville by the Dukes of Guise and May-
enne in their own name and that of their family, by
a representative of the Cardinal of Bourbon and by
the Spanish agents Tassis and Moreo. Since no
heretic might ascend the French throne, it was agreed
that in the event of the death of Henry III., the
Cardinal of Bourbon should be proclaimed king.
The contracting parties bound themselves to do their
utmost to extirpate heresy, both in France and in